
GERALD R. FORD, Warren Commission 
member who trumped up secret transcript 
for his book^ > 



HAROLD WEISBERG, author who obtained 
"top secret" transcript of commission 
meeting. 



ATTORNEY JIM LESAR, who worked with 
Weisberg to declassify the "top secret" 
transcript. 



LATE SEN. RICHARD RUSSELL, commis- 
sion member who disagreed with commis- 
sion final report. 



Gerald^ Ford Edited Transcript of Secret Session 



Now Warren- Commission Discussed 
Oswald's FBI Ties But Ignored Them 

President Gerald Ford played a key role in hushing the 
truth about the assassination of President John F. Ken- 
nedy. 

For his book, “Portrait of an Assassin, ’’.Ford faked 
damaging material to disprove connections of accused 
^assassin Lee Harve y Os wald and the Federal Bureau of 



Investigation and the Central Intelligence Agency. 

Working from a transcript of a “Top Secret” closed 
door session of the Warren Commission, Ford, a member 
of the panel, “edited” out controversial material that 
discussed links between Oswald and the intelligence 
community. \ 

This would never have been known had not government 
lawyers lost their decade-long battle to block 
declassification of the Jan. 27, 1964, session. Author- 
researcher Harold Weisberg, after years of courtroom 
maneuvering, finally gained access to the document in the 
National Archives. He analyzes his findings in his new 
book, “Whitewash IV, JFK Assassination Transcript.” 

He also charges that a senator on the Warren Com- 
mission disagreed with its lone-assassin theory, but 
documents were faked to show the decision of the seven 
commission members as being unanimous. 



Weisberg also reveals in his 
fourth book challenging the com- 
mission findings that: 

COMMISSION MEMBERS ex- 
pressed considerable reservations 
about pursuing an investigation of 
reports accused assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald was an intelligence 
agent or informer. They obviously 
were afraid FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover might get angry at them. 

Former CIA director Allen Dulles, 
a member of the commission, said it 
would be impossible for an in- 
telligence agent to disprove Oswald 
was an informer. Dulles said in 
effect Oswald could have been a CIA 
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informer without him knowing about 
it. 

This is revealed in a “Top Secret” 
transcript of a Jan. 27, 1964, com- 
mission executive session. Weisberg 
went to federal court under the 
“Freedom of Information Act” to 
win its declassification. 

A decade later, in confirmation 
hearings on his nomination as Vice 
President to succeed Spiro Agnew, 
Ford would deny that he placed in 
his book any material except what 
was contained in the 26 volumes of 
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warren commission material the 
government sold to the public. 

But it took Weisberg years of legal 
maneuvering, assisted by 

Washington attorney Jim Lesar, 
before the National Archives would 
declassify and surrender the 

transcript President Ford quoted 

“from in his book published in 1965. 

/ 

WEISBERG, AN indefatigable 
investigator, used all of his skills as - 
an investigative reporter, former 
Senate investigator and onetime 
OSS man, in his 10-year effort to 
prove a conspiracy in the shooting of 
Kennedy on the streets of Dallas on 
Nov. 22, 1963. (The OSS stands for 
Office of Strategic Services, which 
was the World War II forerunner of 
the CIA.) 

In “Whitewash IV,” Weisberg 
discloses for the first time the 
relationship he had with Sen. 
Richard Bissell Russell, the late 
Georgia Democrat and conservative 
leader who served on the Warren 
Commission. 

Weisberg learned from private 
sources that Russell had disagreed 
with the basic conclusions of the 
commission’s report. The author 
said he obtained “irrefutable proof” 
that the record of Russell’s ob- 
jections had been destroyed. He 
wrote the senator and began a series 
of meetings with him. 

Weisberg writes that Russell “was 
satisfied there had been a con- 
spiracy, that no one man could have 
done the known shooting and that 
‘we have not been told the truth 
about Oswald by the federal 
agencies.’ ” 

“He was shaken by the proof that 
he had been imposed upon and 
history perverted,” Weisberg said. 
“He asked me to conduct a further 
investigation to prove whether or not 
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executive session Russellhad forced 
on Sept. 18, 1964, just before 
publication of the (Warren) Report, 
which went to press less than a week 
later and then was in page proof.” 
AFTER WEISBERG gave Russell 
proof a transcript of the meeting 
didn’t exist, that the commission 
had destroyed records of the 
senator’s disbelief, Russell resigned 
^ his chairmanship of the Military 
Affairs Committee, divesting 
himself of “oversight” respon- 
sibilities over the CIA. 

Only short daily press notices 
referred to the severed friendship of 
Russell to President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy 
and appointed Russell to the com- 
mission. 

“What did not appear is that to his 
dying day Russell, the most con- 
servative of the commissioners, 
continued to urge me to disprove the 
report he had been tricked into 
agreeing to sign.” 

According to Weisberg, Russell 
had told Chief Justice Earl Warren: 
“Just put a little footnote in there 
at the bottom of the page saying 
‘Senator Russell dissents.’ ” 

Warren declined, insisting all 
seven members sign the report. A 
change was agreed on to entice 
Russell to sign, Weisberg said, 
“...but the specific language and the 
thrust of the Report remained un- 
changed. It says exactly what 
Russell would not agree to, what 
Russell did not believe about the 
shooting and the wounds.” 

THE MAIN POINT Russell ob- 
jected to about the report was its 
contention that Lee Harvey Oswald 
fired shots that killed President 
Kennedy and wounded Gov. John 
Connally. 
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Jan. 27, 1964, executive session, 
opens with commission general 
counsel J. Lee Rankin explaining he 
had received a call from the then 
Texas attorney general who “was 
quite excited.” Carr said he had 
received information that “the FBI 
had an undercover agent who was 
Oswald...” 

This was apparently based on 
never-confirmed reports sweeping 
Dallas at the time that Oswald was 
FBI informant No. 179 and had been 
employed by the FBI at $200 per 
month from September of 1962 until 
the assassination 14 months later. 

After the briefing by Rankin on the 
reports Oswald was an intelligence 
agent, Rankin suggested he should 
personally confront Hoover and ask 
for proof the reports were not true. 

Then Rep. Hale Boggs, a com- 
mission member who died in an 
Alaskan airplane crash in 1972, 
asked: “What other alternatives are 
there?” 

COMMISSION MEMBERS then 
discussed interviewing Lonnie 
Hudkins, a Houston newspaper 
reporter who wrote a story 
speculating Oswald might be an 
intelligence agent; a Dallas deputy 
sheriff Hudkins attributed as source 
of the information, and Dallas FBI 
agent James Hosty. 

Hosty’s name, address, telephone 
number and license number of his 
auto were found in Oswald’s 
notebook after his arrest in the 
Kennedy death probe. 

But in a report furnished by the 
Warren Commission, the Hosty 
listing in Oswald’s notebook had 
been omitted. 

During the Jan. 27 meeting, 
considerable discussion is given to 

(Continued on page 34 ) 
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Chicago FBI agent and ex-deputy New Orleans police 
commissioner, was a CIA agent and may have been a contact 
foi other military intelligence agencies. 

^Bannister also kneW Oswald - or at least was in a position 

Three months before the assassination, Oswald was 
ariesled in New Orleans following a disturbance with anti- 
Castro Cubans. Police were upset because Oswald was 
distributing pro-Castro leaflets. The leaflets bore the ad-' 

u 7, Camp St * The office at that address was used 
by the Cuban Democratic Revolutionary Front, a CIA-funded 
front organization. 

That office at 514 Camp St. was next to Bannister, a 
government contact with Cuban revolutionaires. Witnesses 
recalled seeing arsenals of guns and ammunition in Ban- 
nister’s office. 

GEORGE de MOHRENSCHILDT - deMohrenschildt, a 
Russian-born petroleum engineer who trots around the world 
on oil deals, befriended Oswald and Marina even when they 
were living as paupers in a Fort Worth slum. 

It was months before the Warren Commission could take 
testimony from deMohrenschildt because he was on business 
m Haiti, which was. being run by Papa Doc, whom the CIA 
wanted assassinated. 

The Warren Commission in effect ruled that deMohren- 
schildt, now living in Dallas, had no connection with the 
assassination. But they did not rule out CIA connections. 

DeMohrenschildt, after his return from a Communist 
country where lie was working on an oil deal, was in- 
terviewed by a CIA agent and the agent and the Russian 
became good friends, deMohrenschildt testified before the 
commission. 

DcMohrenscliUcU happened to be in Guatemala when the - 
UA launched the Bay of Pigs invasion from the Latin 
American country. 

. DeMohrenschildt has denied that he is an agent for the 
intelligence agencies of any country. 

GARRISON, WHO IS NOW in a position of saying I-told- 
you-so after being ridiculed by the world’s press a few years 
ago, still maintains elements within the CIA - not the CIA as 
a structure - were involved in the John Kennedy 
assassination. • 

He also links government intelligence operations to all the 
assassinations of the 1960s. 

Hie murder of John Kennedy, the murder of Robert 
Kennedy, the murder of Martin Luther King. Each of them 
hears consistent earmarks of the involvement of government 
intelligence operations of men somehow associated with 
government intelligence activities,” Garrison told the 
Washington Star recently. 

About the three assassinations, Garrison said they con- 
tained “ah intelligence scenario, replete with false sponsors; 
obstacles, red herrings and scapegoats. There is always the 
well-established scapegoat whom the public is allowed to 
have only a brief view of before he’s snatched away forever.” 
Dismissed as outrageous that the government could have 
been involved in an assassination conspiracy a few years 
ago, now the idea is being taken seriously . as new 
assassination evidence and intelligence disclosures keep 
turning up almost daily. 

FORMER DALLAS POLICE CHIEF Jesse Curry, in a 
recent interview, conceded there are still many unanswered 
questions. 

Curry, whose Police Department has been internationally 
chastised for letting Jack Ruby slip past a police cordon to 
slay Oswald, said: 

. “ rin relatively sure Oswald shot (Officer J.D.) Tippitt 



hecause there were witnesses who saw mm ana i icei sure 
Oswald was involved in the assassination. But I always felt 
that there might have been a possibility that Kennedy was 
shot from the front.” 

^ Cm ry said the Secret Service should not have removed 
Kennedy’s body - in violation of state law - before an 
autopsy could be performed at Parkland Hospital. And too 
many officers were involved in questioning Oswald the 
former chief said. 



CTJRRY CHARGED that George O’Toole of Gaithersburg, 
Md., is wrong in contending that Dallas policemen lied about 
the investigation. 

"I don t believe Dallas police were lying and I don’t believe 
they re involved in a conspiracy,” said Curry. “There 
wouldn’t be any reasons for them to lie.” 

O’Toole, a former CIA operative, made scientific tests of 
tape recordings of the voices of Oswald and others on a 
relatively unknown type of lie detector called a 
Psychological Stress Evaluator. 

u O’TOOLE, WHO HAS written about the tests in a new book, 
Tlie Assassination Tapes,” says the tests show Oswald was 
telling the truth when he told newsmen after the 
assassination: 

“I didn’t shoot anyone, no sir.” 

Strangely enough, the U.S. Justice Department did reopen 
the investigation into the John Kennedy assassination 
recently - confirmed the new probe, then denied it. 

KENNEDY MIGHELL, assistant U.S. attorney in Dallas, 
told newsmen the Justice Department was accepting and 
examining new information about the assassination. 

But a Justice Department spokesman in Washington 
denied later it had asked the U.S. Attorney’s office to look 
into the matter. 

The spokesman said the Justice Department is advising 
congressmen — who are being deluged with inquiries from 
constituents wanting a new investigation - that no significant 
new evidence has turned up in the Kennedy case. 

Nelson Rockefeller, in the early stages of his commission’s 
probe of the CIA, ruled out the possibility the commission 
would reopen the Warren Commission’s investigation of the 
Jb K tragedy, saying “that would be entirely outside of our 
problems.” 

But later, in secret sessions, the Rockefeller panel began 
questioning witnesses about the assassination. Two wit- 
nesses — Watergaters E. Howard Hunt and Frank Sturgis — 
while admitting engaging in other assassination plots, denied 
they were involved in the Kennedy death. 

Moreover, one TATTLER source received an official 
request from Rockefeller commission senior counsel Robert 
B. Olsen for an affidavit concerning Oswald’s alleged links to 
the CIA. 

OSWALD’S MURDERER JACK RUBY, believed by many 
to have ties with organized crime, Dallas police and 
government intelligence, had hinted more than once that a 
conspiracy was involved in the assassination. He begged to 
be taken from Dallas to Washington to present his statement, 
but the Warren Commission turned him down. 

Not long before Ruby’s death, he told a TATTLER 
correspondent he believed a conspiracy was involved. 

Scoffing at Oswald’s left-wing leanings as an ideological 
motive for the assassination, Ruby snapped: 

The louse did it for money. He got his orders when he 
made that trip to Mexico. If he had carried it off just right - 
which almost happened - he’d be living like a king 
somewhere in the world right now.” 

In a letter smuggled out of the Dallas County jail in 1965 
and purchased at an auction by Penn Jones Jr., Ruby again 
hints at his conspiracy beliefs. He said he “walked into a 



shot. 

Eight days before Robert Kennedy was shot he was in 
Oxnard on the campaign trail. He disappeared from his 
entourage for a few hours and some Kennedy intimates 
believe he may have been trying to trace the source of the 
mysterious telephone threat. If Bobby Kennedy learned 
anything, he took the information to the grave. 

The intelligence community strangely has ended up in- 
volved in almost every major event changing the course of 
America’s history during the “gun barrel politics” of the 
lOGOs. 

The FBI, it has been revealed, conducted a reign of 
harrassment against Dr. King before the Nobel Prize win- 
ner’s death. If nothing else, government intelligence con- 
tributed to ill-feeling against the civil rights leader 

NOW JAMES EARL RAY, who pleaded guilty to King’s 
assassination and later demanded a full trial, claims a 
conspiracy was involved. He claims he was duped by the 
actual assassin - a man he knew as “Raoul” and himself was 
just a “fall guy.” 

His lawyers have claimed, but have not established con- 
crete evidence, that King’s slaying was linked to the John 
Kennedy assassination. 

Robert I. Livingston, Memphis attorney and member of 
Ray’s team, has said he has “very, very strong suspicions” 
that the killers of King fired the weapon that killed JFK. 

Livingston believes the King gunman was part of a team of 
professional assassins hired by four “wealthy, socially 
prominent Americans.” 

With all these facts, is it any wonder that people 
everywhere are questioning that simple statement of the 
Warren Commission: “We have found no evidence of a 
conspiracy, foreign or domestic...” 



trap” when he walked down the basement ramp to shoot 
Oswald. 

“THIS WAS THE spot where they could frame the Jew, and 
that way, all of his people will be blamed as being Com- 
munists, this is what they were waiting for,” Ruby wrote. 

“They alone had planned the killing, by they I mean 
Johnson and others. I guess that is why Oswald was able to 
escape the building as he did, because they wanted him to 
escape. That is why there has been so much contradiction 
and confusion as to the identity of the rifle used, etc.” 

The track record of the seven members of the Warren 
Commission indicates they were relying heavily on the 
research and advice of the commission’s lawyers, including 
several who later turned up playng key roles in the 
Watergate investigation during the Nixon Administration. 

The late Earl Warren himself was the only commission 
member who sat in on parts of the testimony of all 94 wit- 
nesses who appeared before the commission. 

GERALD FORD HEARD testimony from 70 witnesses, but 

the natioi 

lie used the transcripts of all the commission interviews 
when he and his staff aide wrote the book, “Portrait of an 
Assassin,” based on the commission investigation. 

CIA chief Allen Dulles was present to hear GO witnesses, but 
the interest of the other four commission members appeared 
to be considerably less. 

Senator Cooper heard 50 witnesses - a little more than half 
those who testified. John J. McCloy heard 35 witnesses. Rep. 
Hale Boggs was there for the testimony of 20 witnesses. 
Senator Russell was present to hear only six witnesses. 

The commission gave only fleeting glances to documen- 
tation that there were advance warnings that Kennedy would 
be killed. 

IN MIAMI, ONLY TWO WEEKS before Kennedy was 
assassinated, a member of a right-wing faction described to 
a police informer how Kennedy would be killed from the 
window of an office building with a high-powered rifle. 

The man told the police informer: 

“They will pick up somebody within hours afterward - just 
to throw the public off.” Oswald was arrested an hour after 
the assassination, was charged, and promptly murdered 
by Jack Ruby. 

Miami police gave this information to the Secret Service, 
but still Kennedy was permitted to ride in the limousine 
“Lancer” with the bubble top down during the motorcade 
ride through Dealey Plaza. Despite the warning, Kennedy’s 
motorcade route was changed just before the assassination - 
requiring the presidential car to make an awkward, illegal 
turn from Houston St. onto Elm St. into Dealey Plaza, 
bringing the vehicle to almost a crawl as the assassin or 
assassins prepared to fire the fatal shots. 

ON NOV. 23, the day after the assassination, the man told 
the police source in Jacksonville, Fla., train station: 

“Everything ran true to form. I guess you thought I was 
kidding you when I said he would be killed from a window 
with a liigh-powercd rifle.” 

When the police informer asked him if he was “guessing” 
when he made the original threat, the man replied: 

“I don’t do any guessing.” 

This was far from being the only advance threats made 
against President Kennedy’s life. 

ONE OF THE MORE exotic occurred in Oxnard, Calif., 
when a woman’s voice apparently accidentally cut into an 
operator’s line and proclaimed excitedly that the President 
was going to be killed. 

This occurred 20 minutes before the time Kennedy was 
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JUSTICE WARREN ... his 
commission heard testimony 
regarding Oswald's ties with 
the FBI, but they chose to 
ignore the information. 

(Continued from Page 14) 
the role of a U.S. intelligence agency 
in whether a person was an in- 
telligence agent. 

“If Oswald never had 
assassinated the President or at 
least been charged * with 
assassinating the President and had 
been in the employ of the FBI and 
somebody had gone to the FBI they 
would have denied he was an 
agent,” Senator Russell said. 

Dulles, the ex-CIA chief, replied: 
“Oh, yes.” 

“They would be the first to deny it. 
Your agents would have done the 
same thing,” said Russell. 

“Exactly,” Dulles replied. 

Later during the meeting banker 
John J. McCloy, a commission 
member, said he had received 
inquiries about the Oswald-agent 



'How do you 
disprove a 
fellow is your 
agent? You 
can't disprove it' 

report and asked, “What is there to 
this story?” 

“This is a terribly hard thing to 
disprove, you know,” Dulles replied. 
r< How do you disprove a fellow was 
not your agent? How do you disprove 
it?” 

“You could disprove it, couldn’t 



OSWALD'S FBI TIES 



you?” asked Rep. Boggs. 

“No,” Dulles said. 

“I know, ask questions about 
something-” 

“I never knew' how to disprove it.” 

“So I will ask you,” said Boggs. 
“Did you have agents about whom 
you had no record whatsoever?” 

“The record might not be on 
paper,” Dulles replied. “But on 
paper would have hieroglyphics that 
only two people knew what they 
meant, and nobody outside of the 
agency would know and you could 
say this meant the agent and 
somebody else could say it meant 
another agent.” 

Commission members then 
discussed U-2 pilot Gary Powers, 
shot down in a spy plane over 
Russia. Dulles explained that 

A CIA agent 
(like U-2 pilot 
Powers) might 
not tell truth 
to his own chief 



Powers had a signed contract with 
the CIA. 

REP. BOGGS: “Let’s say Powers 
did not have a signed contract but he 
was recruited by someone in CIA. 
Tiie man who recruited him would 
know, wouldn’t he?” 

Dulles: “Yes, but he wouldn’t 
tell.” 

Warren: “Would he tell it under 
oath?” 

Dulles: “I wouldn’t think he would 
tell it under oath, no.” 

Warren: “Why.” 

Dulles: “He ought not tell it under 
oath. Maybe not tell it to his own 
government, but wouldn’t tell it any 
other way.” 

Answering a question from Mc- 
Cloy, Dulles said a CIA operative 
might not tell the truth to his own._ 
Chief. 

“What you do,” said Boggs, “is 
you make out a problem if this be 
true, make our problem utterly 
impossible because you say this 
rumor can’t be dissipated under any 
circumstances.” 




GARY POWERS ... commis- 
sion members used his con- 
tract with the CIA to dis- 
cover if, and when, an agent 
might admit truth of his in- 
volvement with a U.S. Intel- 
ligence agency. 



“I don’t think it can,” Dulles 
replied, “unless you believe Mr. 
Hoover, and so forth and so on, 
which probably most of the people 
will.” 



THE COMMISSION did, after 
receiving letters from Hoover 
outlining the FBI’s various contacts 
with Oswald since Oswald’s return 
from Russia. Hoover denied in the 
communications Oswald had ever 
been employed by the FBI. 

Leon Jaworski, to become special 
Watergate prosecutor during the 
Richard Nixon Administration 
scandals, was an aide to Texas 
Attorney General Carr after the 
assassination. 

The Warren Commission assigned 
Jaworski to check out the Hudkins 
report in the Houston Post about the 
rumors Oswald was an FBI in- 
former. ' 

Jaworski, less than four months 
after the January executive session, 
wrote Rankin that Hudkins was no 
longer with the newspaper. .Noting 
that the commission had the FBI 
statements on the matter, as well as 
statements from Oswald’s mother, 
“...I am wondering if it is really 
worth your effort to follow up on 
Hudkims.” 



The commission 
was fearful any 
further proof 
would give 'Doubting 
Thomases' more fuel 



It obviously wasn’t worth the 
commission’s efforts. 

Commission members expressed 
fear of officially interrogating 
Hudkins and others about the claim 
Oswald was a secret government 
agent for fear publicity about the 
official action would add fuel to 
“doubting Thomasas” around the 
world. 

SO THE PEOPLE were to accept 
or disbelieve the word of J. Edgar 
Hoover given in a note to Rankin the 
day of the Jan. 27 secret meeting: 

“Lee Harvey Oswald was never 
used by this Bureau in an informant 
capacity. He was never paid, any 
sums of money for furnishing in- 
formation and he_ most certainly 
never was an informant of the FBI.” 



